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“One of the world's national leaders—it was Gandhi—announced not long ago that education must become coextensive with life, and not only this, but he said that the central point of education must be the defense of life.”�


	In the classroom and at home, practical life is an important part of educating the 6-9 year old student.  It is an essential aspect of the Montessori experience that the students are consistently able to take what they have learned and apply it throughout their lives.  In general, the Practical Life curriculum includes care-taking, respecting the environment, sewing, budgeting, and learning life lessons, such as respect for oneself and others, self-control, teamwork, and sharing.  These things, when taken in totality, enable the students to feel comfortable taking control of their lives and feeling confident that they can handle many situations in the future.


“We find ourselves confronted by a being no longer to be thought of as helpless, like a receptive void waiting to be filled with our wisdom; but one whose dignity increases in the measure to which we see in him the builder of our own minds; one guided by his inward teacher, who labors indefatigably in joy and happiness—following a precise timetable—at the work of constructing that greatest marvel of the Universe, the human being.”�


	Initially, the students learn that they are responsible for how their classroom and their materials look day-after-day.  They learn that to feel pride in their classroom they must make sure that they treat all the materials respectfully to begin with or they will have extra care-taking when it is time to do jobs.  The jobs are a necessary part of helping to give each student a sense of ownership and responsibility toward their classroom.  Each job has a specific goal so that, by working together, the animals and plants are fed, the library is straightened, the shelves are dusted and straightened, and the mats are all neatly folded.  Additionally, throughout the day, there have been students who have prepared the tables for lunch, called people to be excused for recess, and held the door for everyone each time the students needed to go somewhere.  The students quickly learn that with everyone's assistance and equal contribution, the day runs smoothly and each person is assisted in getting where they need to be by each other.





“To care for, and keep awake, the guide within every child is therefore a matter of the first importance.”�


	The students also learn that there are natural consequences when these jobs or responsibilities are not adequately accomplished.  If, for example, the materials are not treated respectfully, and become misplaced or ruined, then they may not be available the next time a student wishes to use them.  If the library shelf is not straightened, it is very difficult to find the book that is needed.  And, if the shelves are not consistently dusted, each student will need to dust their own work each time it is taken from the shelf.  This system encourages the students to, not only monitor themselves, but each other as well and helps them create their own high standards for how each job needs to be done.


	There are also areas in the classroom that help with learning those skills needed when one leaves the classroom.  Whether it is sewing on a button or finding the right change when buying something, these areas ensure that the students feel confident that they will be able to handle many situations that arise outside of the classroom.


“It is in the second period, from 6 to 12, that the child begins to become conscious of right and wrong, this not only as regards his own actions, but also the actions of others.  Problems of right and wrong are characteristic of this age; moral consciousness is being formed, and this leads later to the social sense.”�


	Less obvious are the day-to-day practical life lessons that the students impart to each other or that they learn through daily class life.  These lessons include how each person must respect others even when there is a conflict between them.  That there are ways of saying a message respectfully and disrespectfully and that everyone is working together as a team so students must help each other in order to have a productive and successful day.  Students also learn how to take care of conflicts between two other students by demonstrating conflict resolution skills acquired throughout their years in the Montessori classroom.


	By the time the students get to the upper elementary level, they have started doing most of their works either in groups or simply at the same table as their classmates.  Their practical life works also tend to be very group-oriented where each person has a role in ensuring the success of the groups as a whole.  Additionally, the works are also evolving in that they are giving the students an opportunity to learn how to succeed as an adult.  This area of the classroom is integrally related to all other subject areas as it is taking these subject and looking at them from the perspective of life experiences.


	Students have the opportunity, at this level, to “virtually” live as they might as an adult right out of college.  They can experience the intricacies of getting and losing a job, going grocery shopping, finding an apartment, and budgeting for the necessary expenses as well as unforeseen emergencies.  They can also plan and organize their own garden, discover the importance and fun of personal hygiene, and learn how to get along and succeed even when the group dynamics are not ideal.  All of these activities work together in teaching the students how to plan for activities, problem solve, budget, prepare for the unknown, and cope under pressure by knowing that there are alternatives that they can handle.  The students leave the 9-12 level with a working knowledge of the intricacies and ambiguity of life out of school.  Because they are already seeing themselves more and more as part of something larger than themselves (their class, community, country), the skills they learn in the Practical Life area enable these students to be successful when facing everyday life choices.


	In every subject area of the classroom, Practical Life plays a major role.  When a student wants to use a work that someone else got to first, both students learn how to resolve this by using the Practical Life lessons of being able to wait and sharing.  In P.E., the lessons of teamwork, helping others, good sportsmanship, and being able to deal with anger make it possible for the students to have successful activities.  Additionally, the care that the botanist and zoologist gives to the class plants and animals, helps them learn the information they studied in biology from a new perspective.  It also gives them a greater appreciation for life and a better understanding of how fragile life can be.


“We then become witness to the development of the human soul; the emergence of the New Man, who will no longer be the victim of events but, thanks to this clarity of vision, will become able to direct and to mold the future of mankind.”�


	Without the Practical Life area of the classroom, with the fluidity and guidance it provides, the students would not be receiving an education for the whole self.  It is only through focusing on each aspect of the students' lives that they can feel comfortable leaving when it is time.
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